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THE INNES TARTAN.*

By THoMAS INNES OF LEARNEY.
Carrick Pursuivant.

IN Thomas Smibert's The Clans of the
Highlands of Scotland. 1850, practically
the carliest detailed authentic work on
Scottish tartans, a brilliant seven-colour
tartan (the dominant colours of which are
red and black)! is assigned (p. 270) to the
Moravshire Clan Innes, whose descendants
have invariably used it.?2 and of whom
Smibert gives an account. He incidentally
comments upon the indchnite suggestions
regarding the origin of the name ™ Innes
put forward by James Logan in his Clans
of the Scotlish Highlands, 1843-47, though
m this work Logan inicrentially—and
armorially — associates tartan with the
Morayshire Inneses in a2 manner to be
noticed hereafter.® In The Scottish Gael
Logan does not cven allude to the Clan
Aonghais, but in his heraldic frontispiece,
the blue stars of Innes duly, and properly,
appear amongst the arms of the clans.¢

* Although this article deals only with two
clans, it discloses the haphazard nature of the
assertions found in the average * tartan book *
asissued to the public, and shows the desirability
of cditors of such works sending prools of the
articles upon- the various clans to be revised,
where possible, by the chiefs or chieftains, or
some other authority on each individual clan.

' Two other Morayshire tartans—Brodie and
Dunbar—arc also dominantly red and black.

* A verbal description of Plate XLVIl would
read : 6red, 1 black, 1 red, 1 black, 1 red, 6 black,
1 azure (light blue), 6 black, 1 red, 1 black, 1 red,
1 black, 6 red, ¢ yellow, zred. 3 blue (deep).
2 red, 1 black, § green, 1 black. 2 red. 1 white,
2 red, 1 black, 5 green, 1 black, 2 red, 3 blue
(decep), 2 red, 1 yellow, 6 red, 1 black, 1 red.
1 black, r red, 6 black, 1 azure (light btue), 6 black
1 red. 1 black, 1 red, 1 black, 3 red.

> Logan points out the distribution of the
name in Morven, Skye, and Moray, without
commuitting himself to the ownership of the tartan
displayed, which although a red one, 15 not actu-
ally the tartan of the Moray Inncses.

* The absence, 10 Logaa’s work, of the Innes
tirtan. is probably explained by the remark in
Vol. [, p. 237, that he includes no ' family
tartans.” \Wnting in the nineteenth century.
he may have counted Innes of that ilk as a
“ family,” and certainly would have been uun-
aware that the Privy Council had descnbed the
Inncses as a “clan.”

In these circumstances it is surprising to
find that in the subsequent works issued
by Messrs. W. & A. K. Johnston, the
designation of the tartan has been altered
to " Macinnes,” and that the specific his-
tory of the Morayshirc Inneses has been
replaced by nebulous. and as it transpires
crroneous, references to the Clan Aonghais
(anglice, Macinnes) upon a theory appar-
ently built up duning the last thirty years
by the late Mr. Frank Adam-F.R.G.S.,
whose identification of the tartan discloses
fundamental inconsistencies, and a carcless
transcription of James Logan's list of
tartans in /he l3ook of the Club of True
Highlanders, page 18. Not only docs
Adam omut all but an accidental refer-
ence to the real Macinnes six-colour
tartan,! but assigns them instead the
seven-colour tartan of the Inneses of
Moray.

In his latest work, Clans. Septs, and
Regiments of Scotland,® Mr. Adam begins :
‘It is remarkable how little of the history
of this Clan (Aonghais) is on record,” and
procceds to deplorc that Smibert, “ one
of our acknowledged clan authoritics and
historians,”” should have allocated the
tartan to ‘' the cast coast Inneses.” In
his carlicr work, What is my Tartan ? 1596,
Mr. Adam attnibutes neither chicf nor arnns
to the Clan Aonghais, but in 1924 ? without
condescending upon the identity of any
Aonghais chief. he assigns him arms:
Azure, on a chief Argent, three mudlcts of
six points of the first.  Crest @ A bee sucking
a thistle. Motto: E LARORE DULCENDO.
This, however, is not recorded in Lyon
Register,* has nothing indicative of chicf-
ship, nothing suggestive of the \Vest
Highlands. and is simply a conglomeration
of the armorial bearings of the lairds of

Y Clans. Septs, and Regyments of Scotland. 1924
ed., p. 495.

* 1424 ed., p. Ro.

3 Cluns, Septs. and Regiments of Scotland. 1924,
p. 378. .

¢On p. yo2. Mr. Adam says : " These are the
arms registered in Scotland.’” but up to now
(1931) no such arms have heen u;;iunr;

.
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Innes,! Balvenie,? and Benwall,® the three
principal branches of the very family to
whom Mr. Adam denies any connection
with the tartan !

It is therefore interesting to note that,
although no member of the Clan Aonghais
has ever registered arms, the Lyon archives
evidence that in the seventcenth/eighteenth
century, one of the Macinneses was (un-
lawfully) using the following arms:—
Quarterly, 1. A castle with two towers,
2 and 3. On the sea in base undy, a lymphad
with sails furled and flag at the prow ;¢
4. Gyrony of esght, apparently Or and Sable.
Crest: A boar's head erased. Motto :
IRID GHIPT DHE ACUS aN RIGH.S This is
evidently a true West Highland coat, and
corroborates the other information avail-
able, viz., that the Clan Aonghais were
indigenous inhabitants of the districts of
Morvern, Ardgour, and Lochaber, a branch
(along with the Macgillivrays) ¢ of the Siol
Gillebride.?

We shall hercafter deal with the history
of the Clan Aonghais, but since it is neither
with the Macinnes arms nor the Macinnes
clan that this tartan has been dssociated,
we shall first deduce its connection with
the Inneses of Moray, to whom the tartan
truly belongs.

In the first place, let us establish the
existence of an Innes clan, and for this we
have fortunately the highest authority.
On TFebruary 1s, 1579, the Privy Council
took steps to scttle ' the deidlie feid and

' Lyon Reg.. 1672, and December 14, 1698 :
Argent, three mudlets of six points Asure.

* Jbid.. Vol. I, 168, January 12, 1753 : Vol. I,
170. February zo, 1782; and Vol. XXI, 36,
January 20, 19121 Argent, three mullets sn chief
Azure,

3 [bid., Vol. I, 334. November g, 1688 : Crest,
A thistle growing [rom the wyealh proper. with a
tee sucking the ylowers thereof. Motto: E LABORE
DULCENDO.

* We think that—as often happens with a
primitive seal copyist—the quarters have been
inverted and the galiey should be first and
fourth.

“ Ask gifts of God and the King.

¢‘l'o whem Mr. Adam says
' athliated.” p. 40s.

? Skene, [lizhlanders of Scotland, 11, 114,
122,

they werc

———

inmitie standing betwix the dlannis anq
surnames of the Dumbarris ! and Inneses s

Innes of that ilk, like Brodie|of Brodie 3
traditionally claimed (and Forbes of Col.
loden strongly argued) descen from the
original Moravienses.* Like the Frasers,
Chisholms, Gordons, and Sinclairs, there
seems now little doubt regarding its
origin,® though it certainly |makes its
debut under the best auspices, for it was
at Christmas, 1159-60, on the pccasion of

the peace between Malcolm IY. and the
great Somerled, that Berowald received
his charter of the lands of Innes—at that

period an island in the Laigh Jof Moray,}®
so at any rate the family bearg a genuine
Celtic surname. If Berowald [was really
one of the ‘* pcaceful.people "' 7| calculated
to develop the land, the Kinfg of Scots
was either a bad judge of charagcter, or the
lairds of Innes during the next [six genera-
tions must have consistently intermarried
with the turbulent Morays whom they
were intended to replace,® and succeeded
in earning a reputation for lawless savagery
of the most bloodthirsty description.?
Inc1dentcllly, Sir Walter, the t nth Chief,
was in 1438 acknowledged as *
the Lord of the Isles,’® and thel successive
Chiefs of Innes maintained a standing
bond of friendship with their [MacIntosh
kinsmen, the Captains of Clanchattane.!
From the 16th/17th century onwards, the
chiefs of Innes were, however, usually
found on what is called the * pliogressive g
i iti close of the
eighteenth century, after the rdpeal of the
Acts against Highland Dressf the time

' A Dunbar tartan is given [in Stuart’s
Vestiarium Scoticum, and a sample was exhibited
at the Inverness Highland Exhibition, rg3o.

? Privy Council, I11, p. 267.

? Shaw, History of Moray, 11, 249,

¢ Ibid., I, 313, Familie of Innes, pp. 5-6.

s Familic of Innes, p. 49.

¢ Shaw, History of Moray, I, 313, §20, 335-6.

7 Ibid,, s1.

. Thcy subsequently narried the heiress of the
Thanes of Aberchirder, a branch of the Clan
Donnachie.

* Familie of Innes. p. 129. 10 [bid., p. 14

11 Familie of Innes, p. 14.
!t Statute 1782, cap. 63.
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when such families usually put * on
record,” so to speak. their claims to a par-

ticular tartan, Sir James, the twenty-tifth
Chief, had gone to England, having scvered
his connection with the North of Scotland
in 1767, and some forty years later became
Duke of Roxburghe. .

With other branches of this Northern
House, the situation was different. The
Barons of Inncrmarkic were Hereditary
Constables of Redcastle beyond Inverness,!
and possessed Highland domains such as
Edinglassie and Glenmarkic in the head
waters of the Deveron—Balvenie, Kinner-
monic, and others in Strathspey. The
Baron of Toux was Chamberlain of the
Celtic Earldom of Ross,® and owned exten-
sive cstates in the Highlands.®* They
intermarried with Grants, Leslies, Sinclairs,
Frasers, Mackenzies, Sutherlands, Munros,
etc. The Inncses of Coxton, in addition to
being connected—Ilike most of the family—
with the Gordons, were allied to Mackenzies
and Munros, and also spread (in the
families of their cadets),. to the remote
Highlands of Southern Banffshire, and to
the shores of Lochalski  The Clan Innes
were the ‘principal family around Elgin,
and in 1669 James Brome described Elgin

" the chief city of the Highlands,” ¢ so
ngm evidently had Highland character-
istics of which thc most obvious sign to
the tourist is, the Highland garb. This,
indeed, is actually illustrated in Slezer's
drawings of Elgin Cathedral.® Indced, the

tGreat Seal, Vol.
Vol. II. No. 1540. &

? Excheq. IRollsiX%V, 319.

$ Tartans of the Clans, 1906. p. xxi. The
annotator of the Roll ofi Highland Landiords
comments : ‘° Not known what lands he pos-
sessed in the nghlands He and his family
owned inter alia. Inverbreakie, Ballnegall,
Strathrorie, Kenrive, Ballintraid, Dibieda:l, Rosk-
ken, Pitglassie, and Cullmé;]loquhy in Ross-shire,
Great Seal and Privy Seal Regusters.

¢ Brome's Travels, 1707 ed., pp. 179-o.
Iaverness had been largely dominated by the
Cromwellian military {ort, and presumably gave’
Brome the impression that it was a strategic
centre rather than an anarent Highland city.

¢ Theatrusn Scotiae ; and H. B. Mackintosh,
Elgin, Pust und Present, p. st.

ITI, No. 3117 ; Privy Seal,
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wholc North-East of Scotland wias “* high-
land ”* In its customs and appearance.
Aberdeenshire and the North-{fast was
regarded as ** Highland ” for the purpose
of the ** Disarming Act,” which suppressed
Highland dress. Plaids would [not have
been forbidden to the burgessey of Aber-
deen in 1576,! if they had not|bcen the
accustomed garb in the sufrounding
country—as indeed we know it
carved stones such as those

trews '’

the Skene coat-of-arms 3 mor
than the kilt, (or cquestrian usc

at Glenlivet,
Balvenie (Sir Robert and Sir W
were Royalists in the days of |
thc Baronets of Coxton, who
Viscount Dundee’s Highland army through-
out its campaign,® who fought |n the ‘15
and the ‘45, along with thc Inpes lairds
of Drumgask, Edingight, and Cowic?®
should not have possessed a raftan when
every Jacobite family made a| point of
doing so. The families of Coxtpn and of
Balnacraig were litcrally to a man notori-
ous Jacobites, deep in the Coungils of the
Chevalier, and one of these—Father Lewis
Innes—had been Jacobitc Seccrctary of
State for Scotland. It is signiljcunt that
the “ bee and thistle " crest go closcly
associated with the Innes tartap, is that
emblazoned on the sporran of the laird of
Balnacraig,” and in onc book thig tartan is

t Stewart, O/d and Rare Scottish Ta la,u. p- 1o,
2 Famiy of Shkene of Skene, p. 4R ¢f. also
Gordon of Knnckespoch, S.N.&-Q. VI|I, 238, and
mintature of (sordon of Glenbucket [in Tayler's
Jacobites of Aberdeenshire, etc. L
3 Otd and Rure Scottish Tariuns, p. 21,
¢ Spalding, Trubles. Il, 336.
¢ Earl of Crauford. ltoval Proclarpations, 11,
No. 2829 ; J. Plhip, The Gramed] 159 ; Sir
Alexander Innes, Bt. of Coxton, afd General
Buchan, were the very last of the (avaliers to
capitulate. Leven and Melville Book, 11, z40.
*.A.and H. Taylor. facobites of Abcrdeenshirs
and Banffshire, pp. 312-21. V4 -
T J. Surton, Cratine and Draemar, . 130,






























